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Taipei School Options – How to Prepare Your Assignee 

This article is intended for relocation management companies and human resource personnel in 

preparing their assignees for assignment in Taiwan. The information below will help you better 

understand the international schools, local & bilingual schools, homeschooling, special needs, and after-

school activities.  

There have been several instances where I have received an initiation, the work permit has been  

processed, a deposit has been put down for an apartment when suddenly the relocation was canceled. 

The reason being the assignee could not get their children into their desired school.  

It is sometimes assumed the school search can begin after arrival. However, it’s common for 

international schools to have waiting lists for most grades/year groups. My suggestion is to emphasize 

the need to start the school application(s) in the first conversation with the relocating employee. This 

will increase the chances of securing a place for their children or give time to arrange back-up options.    

 

The Main International Schools  

Taipei American School (TAS)  

Located in the heart of Tianmu, TAS is one of the 

most coveted international schools in Taiwan. 

Before speaking with the assignee, it’s not 

uncommon they will have already researched TAS 

and know a lot about their curriculum. Though one 

of the oldest international schools in Taipei, it has 

gone through several renovations, which helps 

maintain their top tier status.  

The TAS admissions team is quite helpful in 

coordinating school tours, providing follow-up 

information, and even scheduling meetings with 

teachers and parents/students. However, for initial 

enrollment, testing, and acceptance notification, 

they can work directly with the parents of the 

student.  

 

Type – Private International School  

Years –Grades K-12 

Enrollment – 820 lower school, 609 middle school, and 885 upper school 

Affiliations – Western Association of Schools and Colleges, International Baccalaureate 

 



 

Taipei European School (TES)  

TES is a unique arrangement where three separate British, French, and German schools form to make 

one unified school. Taipei European School is also heavily sought after by parents for having being 

accredited by the Coucil of International Schools and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

(CIS/WASC) and the International Baccalaureate (IB) program. TES is split into two campuses; the 

primary/elementary school (grades K to Year 6/Grade 5 ) is next to Zhishan MRT Station, and secondary 

school (Years 7 to 13/Grades 6-12), located on top of Yangmingshan Mountain. Due to the distance and 

if assignees have children likely to be located at both campuses due to age there will need to there will 

need to be consideration on 

where they should live.  

The TES Admissions 

department allows relocation 

companies to assist with 

scheduling school tours and 

communicating with them in 

the initial stages. Applying, 

testing, and checking in on 

whether the student was 

accepted needs to be direct 

with the parents.  

 

Type – Private International School  

Years – Grades K-12 

Enrollment – 1000 lower school and 751 upper school 

Affiliations – Council of International Schools (CIS) 

         Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)  

                        International Baccalaureate (IB)  

                        FOBISIA (Federation of British International Schools in Asia) 

                        Centre for University of Cambridge International Examinations  

                        AEFE (Agence pour l'enseignement français à l'étranger)  

                        BVA-ZfA (Bunderverwaltungsamt-Zentralstelle für das Auslandsschulwesen) 

 



 

Morrison Academy, Taipei 

Morrison Academy is an international Christian school in 

Taiwan. Its primary mission is to meet the educational needs 

of children of missionaries. From its earliest days, this 

missionary school has welcomed the children of other 

expatriates on a space-available basis. In January 2020, 

Morrison opened a brand new, state-of-the-art campus in 

Linkou. Morrison provides four school bus routes to pick up 

students from Taipei City.  

 

Applications are only available online. Once the assignee 

applies, the admissions coordinator from the specific campus 

will contact the parents via email. If the student meets the 

school’s admissions requirements, the coordinator will guide 

the parents through the admissions process. It is also 

recommended to schedule a visit to the campus before 

application. 

 

Type – Private International School  

Years – Grades K-11 (12th grade will be offered beginning in the fall of 2020) 

Enrollment – 234 students for Taipei campus 

Affiliations – Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Association of Christian School International 

(ACSI) 

 

Dominican International School 

The Dominican is a private, Roman Catholic school that uses an English Medium. The tuition fee is 

significantly less than the American and European schools, thus, a popular option for assignees who are 

paying for schooling themselves. The location is also convenient as it’s in Dazhi neighborhood and easy 

access to Shilin through the mountain tunnel.  

 

Type – Private International School  

Years – Grades K-12 

Enrollment – around 400 students  

Affiliations – Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

 



 

Local Schools  

For the assignees who want their children 

to be integrated into the local language 

and education system, they may choose 

local public elementary schools which offer 

a Mandarin program, especially for foreign 

students. One is Xin-Sheng Elementary 

School in Daan District, and another one is 

Shi-Dong Elementary School in Tianmu.  

The application follows a similar process. 

Firstly, the student must have an ARC with 

a registered address in any district of 

Taipei City. Secondly, the student also 

needs to register as a student of Taipei municipal schools based on his/her registration address. Finally, 

with the transfer application form, the student can apply to study in either of these two schools for a 

two-year Mandarin program. Most of the time, students will attend classes with local students, with the 

exception that they will be offered three periods of Mandarin classes per week. 

 

Bilingual Schools  

Normally, ex-pats will not go to local public schools, in which the education system is very Taiwanese 

and requires a higher understanding of Mandarin. However, if ex-pats’ prefer their children to go to the 

local kindergarten and primary schools, there are a few private bilingual schools to choose from.  

Unlike local public schools, students from different residential areas are welcomed. They require 

assignees to attend admission seminars first to understand the features and education systems of a 

school first. After that, assignees can decide whether to enroll and may need to join the draw if too 

many parents are interested. 

Lih-Jen international Private School – is 

located in Taipei’s central area, Da-An 

District. They accept students from 

kindergarten to middle school age and 

have 800 students in total. Children 

here need basic Mandarin 

understanding to receive bilingual 

education in both Mandarin and 

English.  

Kang Chiao International School - has 

many different campuses in different 

cities and offers K-12 education. The 

kindergartens accept students after admission seminars, but examinations are required for Grade 1-12. 



 

The education system is also bilingual for Grade 1-6, so the children need to be fluent in Mandarin to be 

able to study here. However, for Grade 7-12, the students will have most classes in English and only 5 

Mandarin classes per week. 

Homeschooling  

Taiwan is considered one of the best countries to homeschool in Asia. Homeschool students in Taiwan 

enjoy the legal protection of a special law passed by the parliament. There are over 5,000 students in 

homeschool between Grade 1 to 12.  

Requirement - anyone, including non-Taiwanese nationals whose parents are both foreign nationals and 

have an Alien Resident Certificate (ARC) or Alien Permanent Resident Certificate (APRC), can apply for 

homeschool in Taiwan. 

Special Needs  

Information regarding Special Needs in English can be hard to find in Taiwan. The standard response 

from international school admissions is they will need first to assess the child to determine if they have 

the resources to educate the child. If the requirements are considered minor, they may be able to 

accommodate the student. Our recommendation is to start discussions early with school admissions to 

begin the assessment process.  

Some of the schools will have contacts with Special Needs parents in the community. There are also 

informal parent groups on Facebook and other social media, which may be helpful. As there is not a lot 

of English resources in Taiwan, we recommend starting the education assessment before any other part 

of your relocation.    

 

The above photo features a parent writing about her experience of having a Special Needs child in 

Taiwan. The article in it’s entirety can be read here :  

https://www.communitycenter.org.tw/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CoT_3_2020-low-1.pdf  

https://www.communitycenter.org.tw/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CoT_3_2020-low-1.pdf


 

Afterschool Activities  

The most popular after school organization is 

the Taipei Youth Program Association (TYPA). 

They are located on Taipei American School’s 

campus, but are considered a separate entity 

that accepts all children holding a foreign 

passport. TYPA has over 120 activities 

happening every week; the variety of events 

allows an inclusive environment that all kids 

can enjoy.  

Registration of activities is in a first-come- 

first-served basis. You must first obtain 

membership on their website. Once a TYPA 

member, you can then register for classes 

when they become available. The more 

popular courses sell out within hours of 

registration opening. I would recommend stopping by the TYPA offices to get the best advice for 

securing courses you are interested in registering for. 


